














Ron Sparks, Commissioner


Alabama Department of Agriculture and Industries


Post Office Box 3336


Montgomery, AL  36109-0336





Dear Commissioner Sparks:





I have recently become aware that the Alabama Department of Agriculture and Industry has been working to expand the rabbit meat industry in Alabama. As someone who views rabbits as companion animals, I am very disturbed by this.





You, and your department, obviously see rabbits as a food source. However, I, and an estimated 1.44 million American households, know them as our pets. They share our homes and function as members of our families. We would no sooner eat a rabbit than a dog or cat. The idea of expanding the farming of these intelligent and interesting animals for food is highly offensive to us.





As Commissioner of the Department of Agriculture and Industry, do you really want the State of Alabama to be known for encouraging the breeding of companion animals for food? I urge you to end your support of the rabbit meat industry. 











						Sincerely,























